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5.   Public Issues 3 - 14 

 To receive any public questions, statements or petitions submitted in 
accordance with the Constitution, which is available to view at the following 
link: 
  
https://democracy.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CommitteeID=15
1&Info=1&bcr=1 
  
The deadline for the submission of a public question is 4 clear working days 
before the meeting. 
 
The deadline for the submission of a public statement is midday the 
working day before the meeting. 
 
The deadline for the submission of a petition is 10 working days before the 
meeting. 
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COUNCIL MEETING – 23 February 2021    
 
Public Question from Rev Mike Oates  
 
The action of the BCP Council to declare a Climate Emergency in July 2019 has 
been much welcomed.  The Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill is awaiting its 
second reading in parliament.  If passed, this bill will make statutory requirements of 
the government which are necessary to ensure the carbon reduction target.  
 
Will the Council now sustain its commitment by making a statement of support for the 
Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill           
 
Reply from Councillor Mike Greene, Portfolio Holder for Transport and 
Sustainability 

 
Tackling climate change is a key priority of this Council as demonstrated by its 
declaration of a Climate and Ecological Emergency, and a great deal of work is 
ongoing to support this.  
 
The UK was the first G7 country to legislate to achieve net zero emissions by 2050 
and I am pleased that the Council has committed that BCP will do its part in 
matching that aim on a local level.  I share the Bill’s implied aim to target an earlier 
date and hope that over the next few years we will be able to bring that date forward 
substantially. However, I am not convinced that the specific targets contained within 
the Bill actually align with that date.  Indeed some of the Bill’s supporters have 
indicated that they believe implementing the Bill in full would lead to a net-zero date 
of 2030, which I believe is neither realistic nor credible.  I do, though, welcome that 
the UK Government has announced the interim target of reducing emissions by 68 
per cent from 1990 levels by 2030. This target is faster than any other major 
economy.  
 
I fear that strict adherence to measures which the Bill would necessitate would be 
immensely disruptive and risks undermining the consensus which has brought us to 
where we are. Climate change is an emotive issue, and I believe a cross-community 
consensus is essential for achieving net zero on any date without a backlash which 
could put us back years. One only has to look at the road closure fiasco of last 
summer to see how fragile this consensus is even on a small local scale.  
 
Further, a key proposal of the Bill is to set up a Citizens’ Assembly. I do not believe 
citizens' assemblies have advantages over conventional policy making in this context 
and am pleased that we have been able to remove a commitment to set one up in 
BCP.  In our Council area, instead of using the money to talk about climate change, 
we will spend it on doing something about it, and I hope that Central Government will 
do similar. 
 
In summary, while I welcome the increased awareness this Bill brings, I do not 
believe that it brings overall benefit compared with the current approach. I would 
therefore not be in favour of bringing a motion to Council supporting it. 
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COUNCIL MEETING – 23 February 2021    
 
Public Question from Phil Stanley             

Having seen first-hand, the ever-increasing outlay for bariatric gowns and health 
risks, obesity in Dorset is spiralling out of control and will impact on the NHS. Can 
BCP Council look into formulating a health and fitness strategy. 

Reply from Councillor Nicola Greene, Portfolio Holder for Covid 
Resilience, Schools and Skills 

I would like to thank Mr Stanley for his question. 

Mr Stanley’s question raises a number of points of great interest in relation to the 
health of our population.  BCP Council already has a number of strategies which 
impact on the areas of health and fitness, and they all feed into the Health and 
Wellbeing Strategy, where one of the three priorities is Promoting Healthy Lives. This 
together with the Corporate Plan strand of Fulfilled Lives and the Prevention at Scale 
work of the Integrated Care System set the wider context. 
 
A healthy weight will help you maintain both physical and mental health. The latest 
data on the % of adults that are overweight or obese shows that BCP Council and 
Dorset Councils both have similar proportions of the population that are overweight 
and obese as England – around 61% of the adult population, compared with 61.8% 
for England. So while it is a serious population health issue, there is no evidence that 
it is spiralling any more out of control than for England as a whole. Of course we 
would wish to see this figure fall further, recognising the harms associated with being 
overweight. BCP Council works closely with partners in the Integrated Care System 
to promote interventions that support people to maintain a healthy weight – including 
promoting physical activity, access to support to lose weight, and many other 
preventive measures.  
 
Since we started measuring childhood obesity in 2006/7 there has not been any real 
improvement in Year 6 or Reception children nationally, although BCP does have 
slightly better figures than England, and may have seen a slight improvement in 
Reception children. 
 
There are other factors that also influence overweight and obesity. The current 
themes for the Promoting Healthy Lives workstream are improving mental health and 
eliminating food insecurity, which will both have an impact in preventing obesity. BCP 
Council is a partner with Active Dorset, Public Health Dorset and NHS Dorset CCG in 
the Active Ageing programme, to increase physical activity in older adults. This has 
seen an increase in those who are active on average for more than 2.5 hours a week 
from 41% to 47% in those aged 75+ and from 66% to 70% in those aged 55-74. 
 
Health and fitness is only one element of effective strategies to reduce the 
prevalence of obesity in the population, but it is an important element. BCP Council 
provides access to free health improvement services to help people become more 
active and lose weight through a behaviour change approach – see Live Well Dorset. 
However, there are other interventions that have been shown to be important in 
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tackling obesity, including national policies on food reformulation; taxation of sugar; 
access to and knowledge of how to prepare healthy nutritious food; environments 
that encourage active travel rather than car use; and ensuring children have the best 
possible start in life, including encouraging active play. Through the corporate plan 
the Council will consider as many opportunities as possible to promote active and 
healthy lifestyles.  
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Council 23 February 2021  

Statement from Paul Sondheim on Taxi Policies 

This vote determines businesses/livelihoods for up to 1500 people and families. 

The trade is affected by illegal lifts and Ubers from Eastleigh/Portsmouth. Adding 30 

cars between Bournemouth/Poole, plus Christchurch won’t help the trade, 

congestion, the safety of the public. Adding 150 permanent taxis, deregulation will 

increase congestion/chaos. 

A son, daughter, niece, nephew uses an unlicensed vehicle, is potentially putting 

themselves at risk, as there is no policing of the trade. Elected Councillors have a 

duty of care to BCP residents. To agree this proposal will put up to 1500 people, 

their families with no/little income, businesses that can’t be realised. 
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Council – 23 February 2021  

 

Statement from James Croker, Poole Bid  

Poole BID have been asked to write to you on behalf of the businesses of Poole. It has come 

to the Poole BID Board of Directors, and many businesses we represent, attention that the 

new BCP budget has had an amendment tabled for this Tuesdays Council meeting which 

would remove the BCP ‘Bounce Back’ Fund, the Arts & Culture Fund & Regeneration Fund 

from the budget.  

Poole BID on behalf of our levy payers support the unamended budget and feel that BCP 

Council should now more than ever take a proactive stance to reimagining BCP and 

particularly Poole.  
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Council – 23 February 2021  

 

Statement from Andy Lennox, Founder of the Wonky Table - Time to come 

together. Time to be bold. Time to Bounce back. Three Towns, One 

destination. 

 
It has come to my attention that the new budget has had an amendment which 
would remove the BCP bounce back Fund, the Arts & Culture Fund & Regeneration 
Fund from the budget. 

 
An agreed letter with the backing of all major business groups across the 
conurbation has been circulated to all members 

 
I would like to draw all councillor’s attention to this letter. 
 
The council should, after everything this year, unite under the new administration 
and push forward together. 
 
We support the unamended budget and feel that BCP should now take the brave 
step to reimagine BCP together. 

. 
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Council – 23 February 2021  

 

Statement from Tim Seward Chair – on behalf BH Area Hospitality Association  

It has been brought to the attention of BH Area Hospitality Association that there has 

been an amendment tabled for the BCP Council budget which is looking at removing 

vital money required for the Bounce Back fund, Arts & Culture and Regeneration of 

the conurbation 

BAHA strongly supports the budget put forward in its original form and objects to the 

tabled amendments. 
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Council – 23 February 2021  

 

Statement from Kris Gumbrell CEO, Brewhouse and Kitchen Limited - BCP Vote 23rd 

February 2021- Alternative Budget Amendment Statement  

The proposed Bounce Back Festival is a lifeline to local businesses, it is critical for local 

recovery. 

The Budget proposal to invest in Regeneration is exactly what is needed to retain our 

hospitality and retail sectors. The Alternative Budget's proposal does not address the 

immediate emergency, to be “green” we have to survive. 

 I also note a council tax increase is being proposed in the Alternative Budget, resident’s 

income has been hugely depleted by the crisis. 

The Alternative Budget will damage business & harm the best interests of BCP residents, 

BCP Councillors must NOT support the Alternative Budget. 

 

For the full statement please contact: 

Kris Gumbrell, CEO, Brewhouse and Kitchen ltd 
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Council – 23 February 2021  

 

Statement from Craig Mathie Chair, South Coast Events Forum 

 
We support the cultural investment in the proposed BCP Council budget 
including for the creation of a series of events for the benefit of local residents 
and visitors. 

 
Cultural activities play a fundamental role in supporting not just a vibrant 
conurbation but a physically and mentally healthy community. Bringing people 
together, in a safe manner, must form the centrepiece of our recovery. 
 
Cultural events create a vibrant and energetic community which drive economic 
recovery, supporting the public purse. 
 
Tourism will remain amongst the biggest economic drivers as we place our 3 
towns at the forefront of the national recovery. 
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BCP Budget 2021/22 – Meeting Tuesday 23rd February 2021 

Agenda item 7j – Alternative Budget Proposal 

 

Response from  

Elspeth McBain – Chief Executive, Lighthouse 

Dougie Scarfe – Chief Executive, Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra 

Zannah Chisholm – Artistic Director/CEO, Pavilion Dance South West  

 

Arts, Culture and Hospitality are an intrinsic part of the vibrancy and appeal for residents, visitors and 
those who work in BCP. This has been recognised by both the Unity Alliance and the Conservative 
administrations, who each recognised the immense importance of investing in cultural infrastructure 
with the commissioning of Cultural Enquiry and approval of a Cultural Compact, which has the 
backing of key investors including ACE.  

The additional investment proposed will be a catalyst for enhanced community cohesion, bring 
significant economic benefits and ensure culture and creativity make a full contribution to 
regeneration. It will make a real difference. 

 

22 February 2021 
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Council – 23 February 2021  

 

Statement from Richard Davies, Bourne Asset Management - Re: Proposed 

Bounce-back festival 

We support this idea so long as the spend is directed towards attracting the right 
audience… 
 
Partnerships with local businesses should form a key part in the delivery. 
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